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JAMES FEANCIo MOORE
SOLDIER, FRONTIERSMAN, POLITICIAN

As one of the area’s early cltizens, James Francis Moore was to
pldya “ad gal f A ml “rolle” Lt tie Serly develapmiens of  Leuadsedl s - amd
Jefferson County, Kentucky. Very few works on early Kentucky history
fall to make note of him, but none make more than casual reference.

An important link to his origin is found In papers filed with the
Filson Club by the late Dr. Frank P. Strickler, M.D. Dr. Strickler
was a descendant of Moore and in hils flle are certified coples of
church records establishing the following:

James Moore, Jr. married Hannah Willmott 28 August 1744, in
Baltimore County, Maryland. @il @nilddir@eaizra . |

Elizabeth, b. 9 August 1746
Mary, b, 11 May 1748

Rachel, b. & January 1749

James Francis, b. 12 August 1751
Nicholas Ruxton, b. 21 July 1754
Eleaonor, 14 May 17959

John Gay, b, 8 March 1761

The elder Moore was an early tobacco grower and farmed lands
on the waters of the Gunpowder River near Joppa, Harford County,
Maryland. The aldest son, James Francis married Ann S8tandiford, 18
February 1772. A daughter, Elizabeth was born to this unian, but
Ann died a shortwhile later, leaving Moore a young widower.l

A% EH s padneT Dhers Tis e syt g T itie rEEnrdings Df “yolng
James F. Moore's life. It seems evident, hpwever, that he was with
this Canganyg' af James' Harrod|, his fNrgt Gnuskin,” during the establish-
ment of Ft., Harrod (Harrodsburg), Kentucky, in late 1773. Moore's
father and Harrod’'s mpther were brother and sister. An event describ-
ed later dees establish him in Kentucky during those early years.2

In 1774 and 1775, Moore is found on the tax roles of Turkeyfoot

Townshlp, Bedford County, PA. (Turkeyfoot Twp. later became part of

Somerset Co., PA, 1In 17929.0 By 1%%56, e Had Tecomz 2 spokesnam In the



county and was among the first who strongly advocated rebellian
agalnst the British. VWhen General Vashington called for the forming
of the Continental Army, Moore joined Colonel Samuel Miles' Pennsyl-
vania Rifle Regiment and on 12 March 1776, was commissioned a 1lst
Lieutenent. On 12 August, Col. Miles’ forces were brigaded with three
other regiments and all were ordered to New York under the command of
Brigadler Genreal Lord Stirling.d

On 27 August 1776, The Continental Army, made up principally of
Pennsylvanians and forces from Delaware and Maryland, established con-
tact with the British and German Hesslans at Long Island. The lnsulng
battle was disastrous. The small Colonlal army of some 5,000 was
enclrcled by nearly 20,000 British and Germans. The pumber of the
latter killed was surprising large compared with the numbered lozst by
the Colonists, but the number of Amerilcans taken prisoner, wounded or
missing was guite large. Col. Miles was taken prisoner, and Lt.
Moore's company commander, Captain Richard Brown was capltured as
well. In the encounter, Moore's Rifle Regiment and accompanying
Musketry Battalion was sa broken that Vashington ordered the remaining
forces to be considered one regiment under the command of LTC Daniel
Brodhead. While attempting to maintaln their position, on 19 Septem-
ber, the regiment mutinied and some 200 men deserted.

While the remnants were undergoing additicnal regrouping, James
Francis Moore was promoted to Captaln on 25 October 1776, replacling
the missing Brown. Vhen the consolidated forces again made contact
with the enemy, 1t was a more formible army. It was engaged in the
capture of the Hesslang at Trenton on 26 December; faught at Princeton
on 2 Jan 1777; layed part of the winter at Philadelphia, and then
moved down to Billingsport, New Jersey in March of 1777;4

It is Sdgnificant to note that in 1998, the Buxton, Maryland,

_2_.
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Chapter of The Sons of the Amerlican Revolution named their chapter
in heonor of Colonel Nicholas Ruxton Moore, the younger brother of
James Francis. Edward E. Steiner wrote the blography of young Moore,
and when reviewlng 1t, 1t i1s obvicus that the two brothers fought on
the same battle fleld during the early stages of the war, Nicholas
serving with the forces from Maryland, and James Francis from
Pennsylvania. It 1s not known 1f they were aware of the other's
presence5,5

On 9 May 1777, Captain Jas. F. Moore mustered a company of men at
Red Bank, NJ, that became part of the Pennsylvania Regiment of Foot,
under the command of Colonel Walter Stewart. During the remainder of
77, the regiment was engaged with the British at Brandywine, German-
town and Fort Mifflin, all of which were successful encounters for the
Cclonists.O

On 1 July 1778, Moore was reassigned to the 8th Pennsylvania
Regiment, serving agaln under Col. Dan'l Brodhead. Washington ordered
WHEERR B P T isburgh® t o daf end® theSVaskare" By olbler* agall nol™ 4hs
savage attacks of the British led Indians. Moore served there until
2 August 1779, when he was honorably discharged by Brodhead.7

With the encounters of many important battles of the Revolution
bebling hlmy he' réfurnédd’ To:Badford" Countyy™ boughE” Tand' and" was
obviously preparing ta settle there.8 However, still a young man at
age 28, and a war experienced soldier, adventurlsm placed its mark an
Moore. He learned of the pending secret move into the Northwest
Territory while serving in western Pennsylvanla, for Col.Brodhead
thought he would be the cne fto lead the expedition. In any event,
Moore jolned the Virginia State Militia and was with Gen. George
Ragenss @iEmies iin aarily S8 05 N arSens s st St Gl reswinmtes @anlt = WHRINIE zm

Fiaming i Lollk=9Y bd T rSqusstivgs vhat™ " EBpeFnElY Dhomlish J &6 1 e of

recelpt Captain James Francls Mocre, Deputy Commissary General of
_.8_
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Purchases, Twenty Thousands Pounds to defray the casts of labor and
materiads reful fedt e Bulld. LOOC baaks to pumsueshesswenlure; of) plhshiag
tlie- Br itdish-and Shawnees~auoftheullorthuwest SHor Febd®' Three: jpre-
vious encounters at Vincennes, aon 5 July and 17 December 1778, and
agaln on 23 February 1779, were of lilttle success., The logistics
involved in this new undertaking, underscores the faith Clark placed
in Moore and Commissionary General Willilam Shannon.g

It was while serving in these capacities that Shannon and Moore
were later unjustly accused of mishandling Treasury purchases. Thelr
accuser was Major George Slaughter, commander of Ft. Nelson. (Falls of
The (OhNEDy s Ok 58 30 plal 1 1097 @lng: Mt B rplfdven) therfefe atsBateid, jofiGemniss:-
ioners consisting of Jobn Floyd, VWilliam Oldham and Robert Todd, that
Slaughter errored in his compliant, and in one indictment, Clark him-
self made purchases of corn and "directed Mecore to recelve same and
giitve il s VB S thier Tifeblisory  finr! pasinie el

In a letter bearing the above date, Slaughter wrote Governor
Thomas Jefferson: "In that I have not proved the charges against that
gentleman, I have nothing to say in Jjustification of my conduct, mare
than that I have put too much confidence in the information from whom
I before thought were men of the strictest varacity and honor, but as
ISheie theen «I'nadvérstnlly luide Herdiiedce iShose Veliargaes | «lwm Jushiliies tlan
to Captain Moore's character, am in duty bound to make all the satis-
factlion in my power, therefore, hope that no part of the information
el pEE S Sl Sk lEEieEe Bt wlaE L race S ETnEeys, RSN e SR shnlE ol IEs e s
tleman will injure him in your esteem”. The next day, while at
Bullitt's Lick, he wrote Jefferson a similar letter exonerating
Shannon.lo

It doesn't seem that the above daunted the respect that Moore

and Slaughter was to have of the cther in later civic affairs or bus-

iness spattensykl The finst resardiogimt Neefcyolsthe sfubliemecords, af
_4_
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Jefferson County, was 10 April 1784, when 1t was "Ordered. George
Slaughter and James F. Moore, Gentlemen, are recommended to His Excel-
erasySE WG esmanstsacNRREp e peRsERs G af2cidiasN Shie s Sene e SihEm
is to be commissioned for one year.” (On 4 May 1784, Moore produced
before the Court a commission appointing him a Lieutenant Colonel in
the Virginia Militia.)ll

On 1 June 1784, Moore took title to two contiglous land grants
totaling 2395 acres located "on the waters of the Fishpool Creek
beginning at the fork of the rcads leading from the Salt VWorks
(Bullitts Lick) to Beargrass and the Falls of the Dhio...”lzThe point
of reference today is the intersection of the Gene Snyder PFreeway and
Preston Highway (KY 61> 1ln south central Jefferson Co, It was here
that James F. Moore established and built his "Fishpool Station";
readlly accessable to travelers on the Danville - Bullitts Lick leg
2f the WVllderness Road, to and from the Ohio Falls. it was this route
that John Fleoyd, bils brother Charles, and Alexander Breaklnrlidge were
taking in early 1783, from thelr Beargrass Station on the way to
Bullitts Licks. Upcn approaching George Clear's Statlon they were
ambushed by Indians, and John Floyd was mortally wounded. He died
twao days later on 12 April. On 24 April 1783, Floyd's widow gave
birth to a son, Jehn, Jr. In 1830, John Floyd, Jr. was elected
Governor of Virginia. Inturn, hils son, John Buchanan Floyd became
Governor 1in 1850.13(Clear'5 Station, in northern Bullitt Co., was
located at the site known leoccally today as Huber Station.)

Col. Moore had recently married his secand wife, Elizabeth
Sl CrandnShnne arifcps sebkEl 3 hel-athe Shied 7 Bl shpeol®® soiantodd annew
famlly. Children of this union were daughters Cassandra and Zerniah;
sons Hector W., Nimrod H., Robert Kerney, Joseph Hamilton David, Jas.

14
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While making a home for a grawing family in a new frontier, Moore
o
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was also establishing personal wealth. Through grants, treasury
warrant assignments and purchases, Moore was Lo own in access of
g 000y aarEsds oits lapdys tha dargirvpart of Sk vasr ) Jealsad L 15
Jefferson County. This was not & part of the 149,000 acres
north of the Ohio River that he, George R. and William Clark,
Abraham Chapline, Richard Taylor, William Croghan, Alexander Brecken-
ridge and Andrew Hyne held in Trust for those who served in the
Illinols Regiment and warranted same.15

In May of 1784, he became a Justice for Virginia's new county.
This body, normally censisting of twelve, served as judge and Jury on
all matters. In a singular event, on 10 August 1785, Moore, Justices
Rochsrd-Taylaky J(dather of Lo-hadiPresidehbt@adisrrePaalonr: , “WIEXTTam
Oldham, and David Meriwether, tried and found guilty a slave, Peter,
for "burglary and felonlous stealing sundry merchandilse, the property
of Robert Watson and Co.” It was ordered he be hanged on 24 August
1785. e Ssheissant ense wmas o el odpebed tpets T Ywac WkE fdaiat of
tts, ilind) necmrdad  Un defflonson County.l6

It was during this same era that an interesting and continuing
tradition grew locally regarding the "Moundbuilders, Welch Indlan,
Madoc, or White Indian Theory”. One who was strong believer 1n the
tradition was John Filson. While in Loulsville collecting material
for his History of Kentucky, published in 1784, Filson discussed the
subject wlth such men as "General George Rogers Clark, Major John
Harrison, Colonel James Francis Moore and others”. Moore was told by
an aged Indian that the first inhabitants of Kentucky were here long
before the Indians, were assalled by the Indlan, slaughtered and
driven from the country and that the last great battle between them
was, faught B+ the Fadiks: Ofy thel @hibst nClari@fHo="Ecld W Chicf TObsTnh

leader of the Kashaskians, and who was of lighter complexion than most

Indlans, that the final battle which deprived the first inhabiltants of
_6_
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Kentucky of their country and gave it to the Indlans, was fought at
Sand Island at the Falls., The celebrated Chief Carnstalk told Col.
McKee that Kentucky was once inhabited by a race more familiar with
the arts than the Indian; that they were bullders of mounds of which
the Indians knew nothing, and they were exterminated by the Indian.lf

On 14 February 1787, James F. Moore, Richard Clough Anderson,
William Taylor, Robert Breckinridge, David Meriweter, John Clark and
Alexander Scott Bullitt, were appointed Councilmen for the Clty of
Louisville. It was their responsibllty, on behalf of the Virginia
General Assembly to see that the Trustees of the city, on demand, paid
the ambunt ef Bhe sclEs of“lots %9 SecubreWarlows notes" ' On 5 ‘Hay
1T7905" Noare vis '‘Fedppeliubed it s’ bady %enid Abrdbamw’ HiGe) - Nhner
Martin Dunn, Basil Prather and David Standliford were selected to serve
as well.18

I WIPe3 | NeeiEr SEr veldl “par ko Eo be Fi IBFes kv 1 dgel S e Sind “Tiis
infant Kentucky House of Representatives, then but a year old.lglt waS
then that famlily and personal matters seemed ta take more precedent
with him, Elizabeth, his daughter by his first wife was coming of
age. It 1s not certain where she had spent her youth after the death
of her mother, but 1t is believed she had lived with her grandparents
o Mg inad S A 1 e WWaiha P iamal rdefvangd tHen ‘camel o Kentacley with
her uncle, John Gay Moore, the youngest brother of James Francils.
Nonetheless, she was to soon marry Jesse Eliot Pendergrast. He was
the son of Garret Pendergrast, a natlve af Westmoreland County, P4,
who on 28 March 1777, while aoutside the protective walls of Ft,
el cod* Waisoapt\ired; Tl Llladr Bnd scalped.ao

It was tou become a custom of Cepl. Moore to give each child a
tractWEl 1 aes s Welld ing IgisEh NP So 'St MeEadEauced Mo hel REely

wlid ‘enupler the-"Hd cligeol Plan E@ciames, * Teday part''of 'the wStats” 16

owned by descendants who live there and continue to operate 1t as
_7'_
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farmland. Part of the ariginal structure is said to still stand.

On 2 Navember 1792, Moore took asslgnment on a 197 acre tract
sSpne 4 miles west'of the "Flchpbcl" “thet Ses origlhelly granbted’ to
Brackett Owings. Situated on the waters of Pond Creek, it constituted
wkat taday Se.anlange csectiom of Paiwdslal, KY. dEig. 1> O%. the  GE*th
and south portion of the tract, the land lays rather flat but near its
center a knoll or mound forms. Here Moaore established a new homesite
that he called his "Farm of Mt. Holly” One would wonder if his at-
traction to this site was in someway related to the '"Moundbuilders
Tradition“.ﬂl

While living there, Moore became exiensively involved in the salt
Industry. East of and contiguous to his new homesite he acquired a
273 owershlp Iin a 600 acre tract that layed on both sides of Manns
Lick Creek and down same to the poilnt where it emptied into Pond Creek
and beyond. This gave him a dominate interest in the area's impartant

o
salt trade. Falrdale High School i1s now situated on this par‘cel.26
(Area maps currently show Mann's Lick Creek now named Wilsan Creek.)

After Alexander ScolLt Bullitt had served as Jefferson and Bullitt
Counties’ lone Senator to the Kentucky State Legislature from 1792 to
1800, and Abrabam Hite from 1800 to 1803, Janes Francls Mcore was
elEenEe] Sivel SEmwe dnilts URleEn e Ll 1803.dd

Two things of slgnificant note occurred while he was In the
General Assembly. On 13 December 1804, he was called to glve a dep-
asition on behalf of Major John Finley, Plaintiff, and a Barbour,
Defendent, involving a long standing dispute over lands situated iIn
the Blue Licks region of todays Robertson County. Filnley lald claim
that he was the first to have 1t surveyed, and had cleared ground on
. - Moore Honoscd Mhat e FEkeEdEhe. ola Lomgen Nl Tk ol jnl ey Jhaibre

tike FavaetEet Cotpt v Caurt » and S#9Said £1iMng, produded a'witness, @

Ehe rEenint . Bo isupport 1th #THesha®h Sopd the- Withess Yecause e WasH wiEh
._8‘.
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the 8th Pennsylvania Regiment at the time. This establishes the fact
that Moore WAS in Kentucky, in 1773/74, as Dr. Strickler's flles

24
allude.

The other notable event that occurred while he was in the Legis-
lature took place shortly before Moore's untimely death. It was one
At . aftel pefofencol, bn thE nmanyedloris ol Heha veClayy . Hug@hyresy
Marshall, who had already established a formlble career while serving
in the Revoluticn and as U. 8. Senator from 1795-1801, became a member
of the Kentucky Senate in 1808. Debate arose almost immediately be-
tween he and Clay., Healed debate led to personal animosity. A Clay
proposal that the Legislature rule that no article be purchased that
Bas, manriiac tured, Py thes Brdilsh,  drew skedas kebuk®al £xbm, Mersliall ,
and Clay, somewhat in despalr, challenged him to a duel.

Clay chose Major John E. Campbell as hils second, through whom the
formal challenge was dellvered fto Marshall on 4 January 1809, Mars-—
hall selected his good friend Colonel James Francis Moore as his
setondy ands dispattehedowith Bim to Clay hls aceeptancs. Dugls haviag
hean disclaimed 1in Kentucky, a site in Indlana, across the Uhio River
Eren-Silppingport, (Loudsvidle)  « badaw the mopth, of:Sidwer)Creek vas
selected for the duel., Cn 12 January 18092, the two mnet. At a dis-
tance of ten paces each "snapped!, or fired three times. Marshall
received a grazing stomach wound, and Clay a more severe wound to the
Ehdc bl o -Clay. demendedyenother: £ Lres Ji@pevery botiis seebuds, sonclt uded
that Clay's wound placed him on unequal grounds, and the duel was
declared ended, 7To make certain that misclaims or rumors would be
dispelled, on 26 January, Moore and Canmpbell had published in the -
“Legington, Repartery, & conplete mand cfficial: dacaunt of, tha affair.Zb

Some ten months later, on 14 December 1809, Moore, while walking

wiileh, Mamshall Iin the latter!s, sarden, in. FrahéfPrt, suffered am

apparent heart attack and fell dead. Other than published obhituaries,
_9_
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na tribute or memorial is known to have been recorded of him then or
from that day forward. An abrupt and final end to a distingulshed
career.

On 24 March 1960, Mrs. John T. Slack, 8r., a descendant of Moore
who at the time resided at "The Fishpool', wrote to the Kentucky Hist-
orical Society inquirlng as tc the locatlon of Moore's gravesite. Her
letter was acknowledged with the reply, "no information available'.
The reverse side aof her letter noted an attempt to research him, and
concluded with the following excerpt from the newspaper "Palladium”, a
tablold that reported news of public record: dateline Frankfort, 16
December 1809, "James Francls Moore---members of the General Assembly
Wi Ll sttemnd bady Boday vo the gpave'. Dun Tassdely, 12 Dac L8564, Lha
Kentucky Gazette recorded his death with an cbiltuary: "Col. James
Francls Moore, Senator from Jefferson and Bullitt Countilies [died!?
Thursday evening, 14 December 18098, in Frankfort." From this, one
would conclude his remains rest there, likely in an unmarked grave in

e
the Frankfort (L‘eme'tary.w6

Nicholas Ruxton Moore faollowed similar footsteps as those of his
older brother. He likewise distinguished himself in the Revolutilon,
apd returned to his native Maryland and became a gentleman farmer. le
later served the people of Baltimore County as thelr Representative in
Congress, and became well known for hils staunch support of the far
reaching policies of President Jefferson. His ldentity became well
established and will long be remembered in his native environs.

Two Brothers, €Eacih williay te Baciifilce of thewselves Tor thalr
new nation and did so. One returned to hils homeland and became rather
renown. His older brother, James Francls, also wilith a desire to
achieve, pressed on Iinto the frontier, setting out to establish a
better place for those who followed to live; knew and stood on equal

footing with those who were to later become known as the great in the
e 10_.
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founding era of Kentucky. While galning materially, he continued *a
give of himself to his constituents toc the very day of his untimely
demise, only to seemingly join the ranks of the forgotten.

¥hile Kentuckians are tuned to honor the names of General Clark

and Dr. Walker, and "longriflemen'” Finley, Stoner, Kenton, Boone and

Harrag | o siimud dy Dhara mat, ba s niEes mandkas tethute ingthe Tecardlngs af

our early history to those of the stature of James Francis Moaore as

well?

Don Dearing
July 1992

_11__
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